
 

Meeting Minutes 
March 2018 

RITTENHOUSE SQUARE CONDOMINIUM ASSOCIATION 

 
Topic: Call to Order 
Speaker: Steve Donnell 

1) Steve announced the meeting and welcomed the residents. 
 

Topic: Roll 
Speaker: Kevin 

1) Present: Steve D, Kevin G, Becky G, Mark T, Kathi H, Rene Lewis, Julie Flay, Mickey K 
2) Not Present: Pam Kilgus and D’Andre Martin 

 
Topic: Trucks 
Speaker: Steve Donnell 

1) Steve: There have been several truck violations reported recently and we as a board 
are trying to find the best way to move forward with enforcing rules with trucks on 
property. We brought in our attorney, Jesse Kanitz, to discuss the legal side of the 
matter and inform the community. We would like to work with the community to 
come up with a proper, long term, solution 

2) Jesse was introduced by Steve and informed the community about parking in the 
common areas. When one is looking at parking regulations it is not about personal 
areas (such as the carport). In the common areas it says no: boat, trailers, and 
“Trucks” as defined by the bureau of motor vehicles. It is believed that this is more of 
a “commercial” context for trucks. Commercial vehicles should only be on property 
for the purpose of repairs to units. How do we best deal with resident trucks?   

3) Michelle Keiter: Is it really about commercial trucks in the bi-laws? Jesse: ’93 was 
when the amendment was added about “as defined by the bureau of motor vehicles”. 

4) Karen Matrka: If my truck was towed three years ago, what do I do now? Jesse: I don’t 
want to talk about the rules enforced by a previous board. Karen M: what about 
motorcycles or other recreational vehicles? Steve: specific recreational vehicles are 
defined and highlighted in the bylaws. 

5) Christy Finnelli: Are pick-up trucks the only vehicle that is up for discussion. Jesse: are 
there any other vehicles you would like to know? No following comment. 

6) Cathy Daft: Trucks can still be in the carport? Jesse and Steve: Yes. 
Trailers/Boats/Motorcycles can be in the carport? Jesse: Yes. 

7) Becky Price: We are an older community. Is it unfair to tell new residents that they 
cannot have their large vehicles? Boat, Campers other rec vehicles should be stored 
off property. We will lose the ability to sell homes if we do not allow trucks in the 
community. Steve: 20-30% of vehicles sold are trucks. Things have moved in this 
direction and these types of trucks are now a family’s main source of transportation. 

8) Resident: does financial value effect the idea behind the trucks allowed on property. 
Steve: We are not here to rate image and junk or not junk (community mutters 
agreement).  

9) Kathleen Hickey: What are peoples reservations about trucks? I’m a new resident and 
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I have gotten a complaint about my vehicle. What are your concerns: 1) They are 
Loud. 2) Trucks are big and prevent me to get out of my car. 3) Safety, people hiding 
behind a truck. 4) Exhaust keeps me from opening my windows to my home. 

10) Tisha Smith: When we bought into the complex I had a boyfriend with a truck and we 
ended up having him park in the garage and I parked out front. I bought into the 
complex and I bought into the rules. I knew what I was getting into 

11) Alberta S: Years ago we had a secret ballot vote as to whether or not trucks should be 
allowed to park in the common areas. An overwhelming vote resulted in trucks being 
kept in the garages/carports. (not sure of the time frame).  

12) Resident: Is it against the rules to have a diesel Truck? Jesse: if it fits in your carport 
than it is not against the rules? 

13) Steve: We will be trying to come to a quick decision by the next board meeting as to 
how to move forward with the rules. 

14) Becky P: I think we will lose property values because of the truck rule… if we continue 
to not allow them on the property. 

15) Lana M: Should we start to register plates to avoid these problems? 
16) Resident: Can we make sure that real estate agents are informing new residents that 

they cannot have trucks on the property? Jesse: it is public record, but there is no way 
to enforce realtors into showing residents the bylaws. 

17) Karen M: Trucks are in the Bylaws? Steve: they are both in the bylaws and rules 
18) Steve thanked everyone for their comments and concerns. We would like the 

community to be a whole and would like everyone to be part of an informed decision. 
19) Jesse Left the Meeting after the truck conversation 

 
Topic: Administrative 
Speaker: Steve D 

1) St Patrick’s Day: was a great success and was glad that everyone had a great time. 
Pam unfortunately is not well but she put everything together and got Cindy to come 
in and cook for her. Thanks to both of them for taking care of the event. Thanks to 
everyone else that was involved. 

2) FPE Breaker Boxes: We have been discussing this issue for about a year, and we have 
a remaining 84 units that need to prove that they have updated their boxes. Residents 
must provide a receipt of sale or contact Chuck, the property manager, to access the 
breaker box. It is necessary for our insurance and boxes must be replaced by May 1. If 
boxes are not replaced by May 1 they will be issued a $50 fine per month until proof 
is presented. American Air is still willing to work with outstanding units. It is for the 
safety of the residents. 
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Topic: Finances 
Speaker: Kevin Guckes 

1) Snow Removal is still expensive. $5000 for February, $23/unit. $1000 in Ice Salt and 
Labor: 2/4 (2.5), 2/5 (2 + Clearing), 2/7 (8.5 + Clearing), 2/8 (4.5 + Clearing) 

2) 3 Units needed new Ice Cables  
3) Mold Removal for 5109 Schuylkill 
4) Late Payment for December Panel replacement at Clubhouse 

 
Topic: Resale Report 
Speaker: Kathi Horvath 
3 Units Sold: 
5092 Schuykill – 167K 
5101 Sansom – 149K 
5109 Schuylkill – 140K 

 
Topic: Delinquent Report 
Speaker: Kathi Horvath 
Most of the units in D are because of late checking. Otherwise 7 units are in question as to 
whether it was a late deposit. The majority of the balance is a factor of 3 specific units. 
Resident Questions: What day is it automatically deducted? Kathi: it is based on your rotation 
in the cycle however most auto deducts are on the 5th. Marianne in accounting at Case 
Bowen can help you find your date.  

 
Topic: Maintenance 
Speaker: Kathi Horvath 
Tops reports: 702 since Case Bowen. 58 still open 
Caliber: 29 Orders, 26 are still open 
84 are still open in total for both systems. 
A carport was repaired – 1666-1664 on St. James and an attic on Schuylkill 
Alberta: only report monthly reports or ones that are still open 

 
Topic: Landscaping 
Speaker: Becky G 
Becky: I’d like to help. Steve: Randy has been helping keep the landscaping clean around the 
AEP repairs. Mickey K: Is AEP finished? The holes are still there. Steve: more work still to be 
done… but I am unsure. AEP might need to continue to upgrade the entire property? 
Hopefully they will complete the task as it warms up? Resident: Will this upgrade help with 
the outages? Steve: the underground lines should help with connectivity.  
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Topic: Social 
Speaker: Steve Donnell 
St. Patrick’s Day was great. Looking into events this summer. Pam will follow up with us when 
she is available. 

 
Topic: Blockwatch 
Speaker: Tisha Smith 
Meeting last week. 6 members have left in the last 6 months for various reasons. Still looking 
for 2 more members. Please contact the clubhouse if interested. Next meeting is June 11th for 
national night out event.  

 
Topic: Clubhouse  
Speaker: Tisha Smith 
1 March Rental, 2 April Rentals, 7 May Rentals. One rental is for 3 days? Discount? Insurance 
change? Kathi: We will send out an email about the new insurance. Steve: clubhouse deposit 
is going up to $200. This is a result of previous rentals which exceeded the deposit amount to 
remedy. This is only moving forward, previous rentals are grandfathered. 

 
Topic: Website 
Speaker: Kevin Guckes 
Mentioned that there is a new realtor page. And new links for the complaint and 
maintenance form. 

 
Topic: Violations 
Speaker: Kathi 

1) People have been sending in complaints about lights, but they are vague. Please be 
more specific with your complaints and file an address with the complaint.  

2) Easter Egg signs will be pulled out and moved to the resident’s front door to be 
moved. Trucks have also been an issue this month. This was the reason for Jesse’s 
visit. Kathi reports on what she is seen. Complaints help Kathi stay on top of the issues 
during the week.  

3) Please also be aware that visitor spaces have a set time limit for visiting. Please 
contact the board if you need extended time.  

4) Ivy on the brick: it is allowable within reason but can be remedied.  
5) Lights out go to AEP, please continue to tell Kathi about them. 
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Topic: Community Questions 
Speaker: Michele K 

1) Reserve Study: Can we see it? Steve: we are looking at it now and will get back to the 
community by the next meeting. 

2) Siding and Painting: My unit has not been touched. What’s going on? Steve/Kevin: 
The board is looking into the situation and we will make sure that we get the best 
product for the units. Rene: We are looking to get a full view of the situation before 
making a decision. 

3) Tisha: Vinyl. Can we keep it vertical? 
 

Adjourn. 
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Topic: Executive 
Speaker: All  
Satellite Dish: On the side of the building sent in a request for hearing. They called their 
provider to see if there was a different location to place it. Only other location for the dish is 
on the gutter trim but it can be brought down to the ground level.  
 
Board Decision: Have unit owner write up a request for the installation of the dish at its 
location with an exception from their provider that we can approve. 
 

 
 


